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Your Ref: 19/04477/STREAM

To: Worcestershire Regulatory 
Services

Licensing Department
Castle Street Police Station

Worcester
WR1 3QX

Licensing Officer
Castle Street Police Station

Worcester
WR1 3QX

Premises Application for grant of a street 
amenity permission:
REF: 19/04477/STREAM 
Ye Olde Talbot
Friar Street
Worcester
WR1 2NA

Licensing objectives:

1. Prevention of crime and disorder
2. Public safety
3. Prevention of public nuisance
4. Protection of children from harm

In July 2019, West Mercia Police received notification of an application for a street amenity permission 
made to the licensing authority by Greene King PLC on behalf of Ye Olde Talbot, Friar Street, 
Worcester.

The application applies for external seating where licensable activity, namely the supply of alcohol by 
retail is undertaken on a public footpath in Worcester City Centre. Worcester City Centre operates a 
Cumulative Impact Zone (CIZ) and is subject to a Police dispersal order on weekends due to alcohol 
related crime and disorder.



The application has been made for the frontage which is currently a public footpath with cycle racks, to 
be altered into a seating location consisting of 9 chairs with 3 tables and an A-board which will all be 
encompassed by only a canvas barrier. 

While this application may involve a street amenity application, it remains a licensed premises and the 
licensing objectives and responsibilities will extend to the outside seating area. The proposed area is not 
currently covered by CCTV.  Police have consulted with the manager of the premises and he has stated 
that there are no plans to install CCTV and he does not have the capacity to pro-actively monitor or 
manage the area.  He is therefore unable to meet his obligations, predominately the prevention of crime 
and disorder and the protection of children from harm. 

There is no consideration in the application as to how the new area will operate and uphold its challenge 
25 policy or safeguard the potential for underage usage. This location already attracts a high volume of 
young people, particularly at the weekend, due to the proximity of the Cinema and popular food outlets 
who now have the potential to be exposed to further anti-social behaviour, crime or disorder with the 
availability and accessibility to  unsupervised alcohol sales in an external area.

The fact  that alcohol will be consumed without monitoring or scrutiny, is major cause for concern with 
the additional factor that  the suggested location leads directly onto 2 main roads (College Street and 
Friar Street) within the City Centre where intoxication is a consideration regarding public safety. 

An unsupervised, external seated area, created predominantly for the consumption of alcohol will likely 
lead to  crowding, with the high possibility of ‘spill over’ into undesignated areas of the pavement, and 
with it, the increased risk of  crime against the person, or property and increased risk to public safety. 
There is also the scope for increased littering and fouling in this location which will be detrimental to the 
existing character. 

There are residential flats immediately surrounding this venue, and if this is used as an external alcohol 
consumption area it will create public nuisance and put pressure on existing residents. 

Section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998, as amended by the Police and Justice Act 2006, 
requires responsible authorities to consider crime and disorder (including antisocial behaviour and other 
behaviour adversely affecting the local environment); and the misuse of drugs, alcohol and other 
substances in the exercise of all their duties, activities and decision-making. 

Should this application be accepted, then unsupervised alcohol will be freely available within a location 
where there is a current impact zone which has been put in place to prevent crime and disorder, promote 
public safety, prevent public nuisance and to protect children from harm.

It is recommended by West Mercia Police that this application is rejected on the above grounds and 
basis.

PS 1477 Paul Smith, 
PCSO 6580 Dan Kendall-Smith


